DARLINGTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION August 19, 2026
4:00 p.m.
Darlington County EMS/Annex
1625 Harry Byrd Hwy (151)
Darlington, S.C. 29532
TELEPHONE: 843.398.4610

In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.
	   
I. CALL TO ORDER – Chairman
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All
III. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – (Maximum of 2 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

Darlington County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 2, Section 2-85 governs Citizens Comments. The following rules shall apply:
(1) Any citizen will be allowed a maximum of 2 minutes during these 30 minutes.
(2) The order of speakers shall be on a first-come, first served basis as recorded on a log provided before and during the meeting.
(3) Input must be in the form of suggestions, information or comments pertaining to programs or activities of county government. Rules of order and conduct shall apply. Comments
should not be made, either complimentary or critical, naming any citizen, board or commission member, employee, or council member.
(4) Speakers’ comments will be received only as information. This time is provided for citizens to state their suggestions, information, or comments, not for a debate or interrogation involving council members or staff. If a member of council wishes to have discussion of a topic initiated during citizens’ comments, a member can make a motion to have the topic scheduled for council discussion and possible action at a subsequent meeting.
(5) Speakers desiring more time for a presentation should seek to make a scheduled appearance as provided by section 2-83(d)

IV. PERSONAL APPEARANCES – (Maximum of 10 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

Darlington County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 2, Section 2-83(d-e) governs appearances other than for public hearings. The length of scheduled appearances before the Council shall be 10 minutes total for both presentations and questions/answers. The length of time can be extended or permitted at the end of the agenda by the unanimous consent of council or by a three-fourths vote; council may refer those wishing to communicate further to the county administrator or a committee of council; or individuals may be asked to come back at a later meeting. The purpose of appearances before the council is for citizens to present their views and concerns in a manner consistent with the rules of order. This is not a forum for councilmembers to be interrogated or for a debate between parties to take place.

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – July 22, 2026, Amended June 17, 2026, and Amended May 20, 2026 Minutes

Upon request, assistance will be provided to accommodate the special needs of handicapped persons attending the meeting. Special assistance requests should be made to Terri Cribb, Development Services Director, at 843.398.4610 or tcribb@darcosc.net seventy-two (72) hours prior to the meeting.
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VI. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – August 19, 2026
VII. COMMUNICATION TOWER APPROVAL – None

VIII. PRELIMINARY APPROVAL – None

IX. FINAL APPROVALS – None

X. APPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION ALONG PUBLIC ACCESS –None

XI. VARIANCE REQUESTS –

· Variance to subdivide one lot into three in an existing subdivision. Was previously approved to subdivide into four lots. 

XII. SITE DEVELOPMENT – None

XIII. OLD BUSINESS – None

XIV. NEW BUSINESS – 

Section 6-29-540 of the SC code of laws requires new public buildings to be brought before the planning commission to approve compatibility with the comprehensive plan.

Thomas Hart Academy New Classroom Building: Section 6-29-540 of the SC Code of Laws requires new public buildings to be brought before the planning commission to approve compatibility with the comprehensive plan.

Kelleytown Baptist Youth Building: Section 6-29-540 of the SC Code of Laws requires new public buildings to be brought before the planning commission to approve compatibility with the comprehensive plan.

Cherrywood Road Bridal Shop: Section 6-29-540 of the SC Code of Laws requires new public buildings to be brought before the planning commission to approve compatibility with the comprehensive plan.

Immediate recommended changes to the Development Standards Ordinance Article 19 Renewable Energy Systems: 
· No solar panels shall be located within 100ft of the property boundary of any parcel owned by any person or entity other than the Sponsor or any Sponsor Affiliate, or any lessor to any Sponsor or Sponsor Affiliate.

· No solar panels shall be located within 600 feet of any properly permitted residential structure.

· The developer agrees to install a continuous horizontal vegetative buffer at a minimum height of the tallest installed solar panel between the Project site and any roadways or residences within three years of the Project becoming operational. The buffer must be established in a manner that shields the solar panels from view from any roadways adjacent to the Project site or properly permitted residences on parcels adjacent to the Project site.

· Decommission Costs: Within six months of first date upon which the Project produces electricity, Sponsor shall procure and deliver to the County a surety or performance bond or irrevocable letter of credit in the amount of $50,000 or 125% of the estimated decommissioning costs associated with the Project, whichever is greater.  The estimated decommissioning costs shall be determined by an engineer licensed to practice in South Carolina.



XV. STAFF REPORTS –Letter of Appreciation for Paula Newston.


XVI. COMMISSIONERS REQUESTS/COMMENTS

XVII. ADJOURNMENT
